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BIOL 4500/6500 

Spring Semester 2024 
Instructor:   Dr. Ansul Lokdarshi 

        Office: BS 2212 
Email: alokdarshi@valdosta.edu 

 
Office (Student) hours: Monday 11:00 PM – 12:00 PM  Tuesday 10:15 AM – 12:00 PM 

Or by appointment (please send me an email to my valdosta.edu 
account with “appointment” in the subject line and I will accommodate 
as time permits).   

 
Schedule Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Before reading any more information, please jump to the last page and complete the task.  
 
Important points in the syllabus are in bold or highlighted in yellow or marked with red. Please 
pay special 

mailto:alokdarshi@valdosta.edu
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related activities (e.g. you are on a sports team or are presenting at a conference), do not constitute 
excused absences. “Not feeling well” will only work one time as an excused absence; any additional 
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• After each exam, students are strongly encouraged to review it. You can review an exam during 
office hours. Exam papers will not be returned to students.  

• Any student found attempting to COPY, take PICTURES or STEAL a hard-copy of a test, at 
any time during the semester, will receive an automatic F for the entire course and face 
disciplinary action for student.  

• During the test, all smart devices must be stowed away. It is your responsibility to take care of 
your items.  

 
Laboratory  
• Lab exercises will be handed out in lab.  Short quizzes will be given during the lab and will be 

based on the previous week’s lab.  The quizzes will be handed out immediately at the start of the 
lab and will be collected ~10 minutes later.  If you arrive late you will have a shorter amount of 

http://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/student-conduct-office/
http://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/student-conduct-office/
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• For the VSU’s Academic Honesty policies and procedure please see 
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/vp-office/academic-honesty-policies-and-
procedures.php 

 
Learning Support  

• Access Office: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may contact 
the Access Office for assistance in determining and implementing reasonable accommodations. The 
Access Office is located in Farbar Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871 
(VP) and 229-219-1348 (TTY). For more information, please visit VSU’s Access Office or 
email: access@valdosta.edu. 

• The Academic Support Center: The Academic Support Center provides free peer tutoring for most 
core courses and some upper-division courses. It also offers time management and study skills 
workshops as well as other learning support services. Call 333-7570 to make an appointment, or 
visit the website: https://www.valdosta.edu/asc/ 

• Odum Library provides a variety of services to assist classroom instruction, including library 

http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/vp-office/academic-honesty-policies-and-procedures.php
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/vp-office/academic-honesty-policies-and-procedures.php
mailto:access@valdosta.edu
/asc/
https://www/
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*Final grade calculation: (Lecture exam + Laboratory + Extra credit)/650 
 
NOTE: Graduate students enrolled in BIOL 6500 will have additional 
assignments and adjusted grading scale in a supplementary syllabus.  
  

Grade distribution 
Letter Percentage 

A 90-100% 
B 80-89% 
C 70-79% 
D 60-69% 
F ⩽60% 

Grade calculation* 
Assessment Max Points 

Lecture 

Exam 1 100 
Exam 2 100
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Tentative Lecture Schedule: Monday, Wednesday and Friday – 
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Tentative Lab Schedule
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Learning contract – Dr. Ansul Lokdarshi 
1) I care – I teach because I want to contribute to your successful career. You must also promise to 

make the effort to rise to expectations worthy of your own future goals. 
2) Knowledge ownership – “You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink”. I try really 

hard do three things to lead students to knowledge. A) I select only the most important topics. B) I 
organize the topics so each lecture builds on previous ones. C) I include current and personal details 
to make the class relevant, interesting, and cutting edge. This effort is lost on students who expect 
proficiency to come from little more than simply listening to lectures and last-minute cramming. Your 
success is proportional to your amount of effort and review. 

3) Self-motivation – College is not an extension of a kid’s legally-required high-school education. It is 
an adult’s entry into the job market. The distinction is important because your future career job 
application will hinge on your college transcript. Your peer competition understands this and is doing 
all he or she can to out-perform you. I try hard to motivate you, but ultimately, good grades only go to 
students with high internal drive. 

4) Synthetic thinking – A fancy way of saying “make connections”. I will give you new conceptual 
“tools”, so become a tool user. Own your newfound knowledge and use it to understand your world. If 
you come across something that’s peripherally related to class material, ask questions about it. You 
can’t help but become motivated when you’re mentally engaged.  

5) Honesty and integrity – Do not cheat. People who care about you, including me, expect more from 
you than that. I punish cheaters to the fullest extent allowed by the Student Code and in the future, it 
is tough explaining why you should be given the job or admitted to grad school when your transcript 
has an F because you got caught plagiarizing or palming a crib note. 

6) Participate! – Have a question? Ask it! Here is a universal truth: if you have a question, chances are 
good that someone else is wondering the same thing. You’re not alone and I will never, ever belittle 
you for trying to learn. It makes for engaged learning and who k
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