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Emails 
Please Use My Blazeview (BV) Email for All Class Matters!!! 

 My VSU email: lesliesj@valdosta.edu should only be used if it is urgent 
 To be safe, you need to Check Your Blazeview Email OFTEN (several times per week) for updates 

Class emails are not text messages and are expected to be written coherently.  
My title is Dr. Jones and you should start any email with that included in a greeting.  
The first thing you should do is tell me which of my classes you are in because I have several.  
The next sentence should contain the reason for your message.  
After you explain yourself, you should close the message properly. 

 

Attendance 
Every student is expected to attend all class sessions and the scheduled Biology Seminars. 
The evening Connell Lecture (TBA) is also a required part of the course.  
If there is a good reason for missing any sessions, please notify me (preferably in advance, by BV email).   
Attendance grades will be seriously reduced for any unexcused absence.  
Missing more than 20% of the class meetings or seminars will result in automatic failure of the course. 
   
Here is how your attendance grade will be calculated: 

No Absences at ALL   125% 
   1 Absence     100% 
   2 Absences      75% 
   3 Absences     50% 
   4 Absences      25% 

More than 4      0% 
   More than 6   Course Failure 
 

Instructional Support 
 I am replacing the idea of “Office Hours” because Covid makes it hard to meet in my office 
 I will be in the lab (1043) from 1:00 – 2:00 every Mon & Wed 
 The ASC – Academic Success center provides unlimited, in-person, free tutoring. 229-333-7570 
  email asc@valdosta.edu

mailto:asc@valdosta.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdosta.edu%2Fasc&data=05%7C01%7Cmmblack%40valdosta.edu%7Cdcd9fcb29a0d4324906708da7a3134e7%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637956649006369120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F4TXJvgXWTZSSX%2Baeg4jaUYvo79j020egLCYGvK6Twg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/elearning/blazeview-d2l.php
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Biology 4900 Research Project 
 

Topic Choice 
The presentations for the course will focus on “Anomalous Natural Strategies of Reproduction.”  Research topics must be 
selected immediately. A list of 3 choices (ranked in order of preference) should be submitted by BV email right away because 
each person will do a different topic. Individuals will be given preference in the order in which the email messages are 
received.   
 

Primary Articles 
As soon as the topic is confirmed, it is important to look for several sources of original research.  A primary paper is the 
original publication of a scientific finding by the investigator(s) in a “reputable journal.”  One paper will be used for the class 
on paraphrasing during the third class session.  Four more must be summarized as noted on the course schedule. At least five 
papers must be covered in detail as the body of the paper. These are to be compared and contrasted in the Analysis section. 
You must obtain printed copies of any primary paper you plan to use. All 5 reprints must be submitted with your final paper. 
These should have handwritten notes on the pages that show you read and used them. 
 

Bibliography 
These projects are to be based on scientific research and must cite at least 5 primary scientific articles in peer-reviewed 
journals. Other secondary sources such as books, review articles, and 
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Biology 4900 Additional Course Requirements & Information 

Major Field Test   
This is a comprehensive, standardized examination of your content knowledge that is prepared by the Educational Testing Service and will be taken in the UC  
room 4167. The department uses these scores to evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum and the biology program.  There will be class discussions about 
how to review for the test so that everyone can increase their confidence in their grounding in biological science.  The Biology Department will pay for the first 
test. Any student scoring below 140 points will be required to repeat the test at their own expense until their score is satisfactory.  
 
You will need to make an appointment on the website: www.valdosta.edu/testin

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdosta.edu%2Ftesting&data=05%7C01%7Clesliesj%40valdosta.edu%7C2baedcd844134b99617c08daf4e70c8d%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C638091570432434124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2F0Tq4fCelHUldXO%2FlZojOcgRI19ZtRuyE8kX8LouZc%3D&reserved=0
/biology/documents/resources/PlagiarismPolicy.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/studentconduct-office/
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academicaffairs/vp-office/academic-honesty-policies-and-procedures.php
/academics/academic-affairs/turnitin-for-students.php
https://international.uoregon.edu/immigration_faq
/administration/student-affairs/title-ix/
/student/disability/
mailto:access@valdosta.edu
/hopeconnect/
/administration/student-affairs/bit.php



