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Course Learning Objectives:

This course covers a wide range of topics within the realm of ecology and evolution and allows student
to develop their own ideas though a peer-reviewed research grant writing process. The laboratory
portion offers students the opportunity to get directly involved with ecological experimentation and
techniques, while diving into the evolutionary theory using a variety of simulations and activities.

By the end of the semester, each student will:

1) Develop a better understanding of ecological and evolutionary concepts and cultivate critical
thinking skills through the scientific method.

2) Operate scientific instruments and equipment commonly used in biological experimentation.

3) Understand the basis of evolutionary ecology theory and it’s application.

4) Translate analyzed data into meaningful scientific results, synthesize a literature review,
develop their own questions/hypotheses.

5) Compose a research grant and build upon their scientific writing skills.

6) Work on their ability to convey ideas and educate others while giving presentations.

These course objectives are aimed to fulfill the VSU General Educational outcomes 3,4,5 and 7. This
course’s set of learning objectives support the outcomes 1, 2 and 5 of the VSU Selected Educational
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adjust the evaluation criteria in the event of extenuating circumstances. There will be a few readings for
lecture that require you to contribute discussion questions prior to meeting for class. Students who miss
more than three labs will forfeit all Laboratory Assignment points.

Exams: All lecture exams 1,2,3 will be closed note and administered in person, starting at 2pm and will
be due at 3:15pm when lecture ends. The Final/Exam 4 will be administered on-line and will be open
note. Lab exams will be in person in the 3018 and will be open note but only for the 3 hours of lab.

Make-Up Work: Late assignments will be not be accepted and make up assignments will be at the sole
discretion of the professor. These assignments may or may not exactly duplicate the original and will
not entitle other students to the same alternatives since they may not have experienced the same
situations.

Lecture & Lab Policies: Guidelines for your safety and the safety of those around you.

1. No eating or drinking in the lecture or lab.

2. Use hand sanitizer when you enter, wash your hands after the exercises for lab.

3. Know where emergency/first aid equipment and disposal receptacles are for lab. Any injuries
should be reported to me immediately!

4. Please dress appropriately for field days. | recommend comfortable closed-toed shoes or water
shoes if appropriate for the specific lab, always have drinking water, and some will want to bring
sunscreen and/or bug repellant. In addition, fieldtrips are often hot or cold (depending on the time of
semester) and may require walking to a destination, so you should dress accordingly.

5. Please respect those around you and wear a mask when in the classroom, computer lab or when
within 6 feet outside during the lab.

6. Although we are using a lot of technology for our class, please avoid using your phones or
computers for anything else during our class time. We have a lot of focus on and juggle so you need to
be 100% committed and focused to the course during your 5.5 hours with me each week. Recordings
RIWKH "U SRVH{V (HFIXUHV DUH QRW SHUPLWHG ZLWKRXW KHU SHUPLWLRQ

How to Succeed in this Course:

e Attend the weekly PAL sessions to be able to review the material with our PAL mentor, Darshi Patel.
She will be reviewing the lecture material, helping to troubleshoot lab activities with you, and provide
guidance with the grant proposal process at weekly sessions announced in lecture.

e To be able to recreate graphs/figures, concepts, and examples from lecture on the exams | highly
recommend that you recopy your notes/Dr. Rose’s ppts into a well-organized and concise study guide.
You should also be practicaHQGWKDW\



Course Policies:

Title I X Statement

Valdosta State University (VSU) upholds all applicable laws and policies regarding discrimination on
the basis of race, color, sex (including sexual harassment and pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, national origin, religion, age, veteran status, political affiliation, or disability.
The University prohibits specific forms of behavior that violate Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in
education programs and activities that receive federal funding. VSU considers sex discrimination in
any form to be a serious offense. Title 1X refers to all forms of sex discrimination committed against
others, including but not limited to: sexual harassment, sexual assault, sexual misconduct, and sexual
violence by other employees, students or third parties and gender inequity or unfair treatment based on
an individual’s sex/gender. The designated Title IX Coordinator for VSU is Mr. Darius Thomas. To
view the full policy or to report an incident visit: https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-
affairs/title-ix/

Academic Integrity Statement

Cheating, plagiarism, copying and any other behavior that is contrary to University standards of
behavior will not be tolerated ( Academic Honesty Policies and Procedures). Students caught violating
any aspect of the Academic Integrity Code will be penalized in all cases. Penalty ranges from “0” on
an assignment to “F” for the course without regard to a student’s accumulated points. Students may
also face expulsion. It is the student’s responsibility to become familiar with the policies of the
university regarding academic integrity and to avoid violating such policies. By taking this course, you
agree that all required course work may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to
Turnitin, a tool within BlazeVIEW. For more information on the use of Turnitin at VSU see Turnitin
for Students.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may contact the Access Office
(https://www.valdosta.edu/student/disability/) for assistance in determining and implementing
reasonable accommodations. The Access Office is located in University Center Room 4136 Entrance
5. The phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871. For more information, please visit VSU’s
Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu. To request reasonable accommodations for pregnancy
and childbirth, contact Christina Kidd, Student Conduct Coordinator at chkidd@valdosta.edu. Please
note, you will be required to provide documentation from an appropriately licensed medical
professional indicating the requested accommodations are medically necessary.

Additional Academic Support

The Academic Support Center (ASC) offers all VSU students free peer tutoring in core curriculum
courses, including math, writing (any subject), chemistry, biology, foreign languages and more. Please
bring your assignments, textbooks, and homewaork to tutoring sessions. Also available are free,
one-hour seminars for help with study skills, time management, and a variety of other topics. Visit
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our office on the main campus, located in Odum Library, 2" floor, or call 229-333-7570 for an
appointment. We also offer 24/7 access to ThinkingStorm, a professional, online tutoring company. To
make appointments for either VSU tutors or ThinkingStorm tutors, click the link “Free Tutoring” in

Blazeview (under “resources” or “more.”). VSU’s Academic Support Center is also offering online
tutoring, s
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