
The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; 
deviations may be necessary. 

BIOL 3920 Herpetology  
Summer Semester 2022 

Biology Department, College of Science and Math 
Valdosta State University 

Instructor: Dr. Adam Safer 
Office: BSC 1211 
Office Hours: By appointment  
Phone: 229.333.6001 (please email first) 
E-mail: absafer@valdosta.edu 

If you cannot meet me during office hours, please email; it is my preferred 
method of communication. I ask that you please allow 12 hours for me to 
respond.  

 
Lectures/Labs: Monday-Thursday, 9:35 AM - 12:35 PM. Grand Bay WMA Education 
Center  
 
Recommended Text:  Herpetology: An Introductory Biology of Amphibians and    

                            Reptiles. 4th Edition. By L.J. Vitt, and J. P. Caldwell (2014,   
    Academic Press). 
 
While the text is not required, 



 
Course Description: BIOL 



Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in 
this course may contact the Access Office for assistance in determining and 
implementing reasonable accommodations. The access Office is in Farbar Hall. The 
phone numbers are 229-245-2498 (V), 229-375-5871.  For more information, please visit 
VSU’s Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu.  
 
Title IX Statement: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse 
and inclusive work and learning environment free from discrimination and harassment. 
VSU is dedicated to creating an environment where all campus community members 
feel valued, respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including sexual harassment 
and sexual violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, disability, genetic 
information, or veteran status, in the University's programs and activities as required by 
applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The individual designated with 
responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning 
nondiscrimination policies is the University's Title IX Coordinator: the Director of the 
Office of Social Equity, titleix@valdosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta State 
University, Valdosta, Georgia 31698, 229-333-5463. 
 
Extra Help with Coursework The Academic Support Center (ASC): The Academic 
Support Center (ASC) provides free peer tutoring in core curriculum courses, including, 



the SOIs, including how to access the survey, is available on the SOI Procedures 
webpage. 
 
 
GRADING SCHEME               
 

https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/sois/welcome.php
https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/sois/welcome.php


 
According to federal law an individual’s grades will not be released to anyone but that 
individual.  Furthermore, I will not discuss g



*Tentative BIOL 3920 Herpetology Summer 2022 Course Schedule * 
Week of Lecture Topic(s)   Lab Topics 
Jun 6 Lecture 1 Intro and Lecture 2 Evolution and Taxonomy Overview No Lab 
Jun 13 Lecture 3 Amphibian Evolution and Characteristics Intro/SREL site-Fieldtrips TBA 
Jun 20 Lecture 4 Amphibian Diversity and Classification GA Amphibians/Fieldtrips TBA 
Jun 27 Lecture 5 Amphibian Anatomy and Physiology (A&P) GA Amphibians/Fieldtrips TBA 
Jul 4 Lecture 6 Reptile Evolution and Characteristics GA Amphibians/Fieldtrips TBA 
Jul 11 Lectures 7 & 8:  Diversity and Classification of Turtles and Crocodylians  GA Reptiles/Fieldtrips TBA 
Jul 18 Lectures 9 & 10: Diversity of Tuataras and Squamates; Reptile A&P                                                      GA Reptiles/Fieldtrips TBA 
Jul 25 Lecture 10 Reptile Anatomy and Physiology (A&P)                                                                                 GA Reptiles/Fieldtrips TBA 

 
   

Test Dates  
 

21-Jun: Test 1 (Lectures 1-3) 
 

7-Jul: Test 2 (Lectures 4-5) 
 

19-Jul: Test 3 (Lectures 6-8) 
 

26-Jul: Test 4 (Lectures 9-10) 
 

   

Lab Practical Dates  
 

12-Jul: Lab Practical 1 (GA Amphibians) 
 

25-Jul: Lab Practical 2 (GA Reptiles) 
 

   
 
   

*The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations may be necessary* 


