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Lecture: Bailey Science Center, Room 1011 – MWF 8:00-8:50 AM 
A2/:-4.%I: CRN# 83328 (3 credit hours) 
Instructor: Eric Chambers (Dr. Chambers)  Office: BSC 2214   Phone: 229-249-2736 
Email: ewchambers@valdosta.edu 
 
Office Hours: Wednesday 2:00-4:00 PM; by appointment 
 
Graduate Assistant (GA): TBA     
    
=4H,32%823/,-0:-4.*%An introduction to the principles of biology for science majors, with an 
emphasis on the cellular nature of life. Concepts covered include the origin and early evolution 
of cellular life; cell structure, function, metabolism, and reproduction; cell signaling; and gene 
regulation in bacteria and eukaryotes. There are no prerequisites for this course. BIOL 1107 lab 
is a co-requisite for students who have not already completed that course and BIOL 1100 is a co-
requisite for Freshman Biology majors (offered Fall semesters only)%
 
J2KH-,2@%>9:2,-913*%%
%
&L M2N:G44O* We will be using a textbook provided by OpenStax, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

charitable corporation associated with Rice University in Texas.  The goal of this organization 
is to make higher education accessible to 911 students. To achieve this goal, they provide 
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with a background to better understand many of the technological issues and challenges 
confronting our nation and the world.  
 
This course will assist you in developing communication skills as well as information processing 
skills. These abilities are critical for all students, both those who wish to attend professional 
school (medical, dental, etc.) and graduate school as well as those who will move directly into 
the job market following graduation. Your critical thinking skills will be enhanced through 
analysis of lab exercises, class assignments, and test questions.  
%
%
R@H/9:-4.91%4H:/4;23*%$-3:2@%9:%:?2%2.@%45%37119GH3%%
%
I33233;2.:3*       Points%

o Unit Exams      500  
o Rapid Response      100 
o Final Exam (optional)    replacement points (100) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS     600  
Extra Credit      Instructor Discretion 

 
8,4002@%T,9@2* The lowest score you receive among either the lecture exams, or the Rapid 
Response questions will be dropped and not used to calculate your final grade. This means that 
although there are 700 possible lecture points only 600 points will count toward your final 
grade. 
 
To determine your lecture grade, divide the total points earned by the total possible points and 
divide by 100. 
 
Table 1.  

Exam 1 Exam 2 Exam 3 Exam 4 Exam 5 Rapid 
Response 
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will provide you a chance to receive immediate feedback on your understanding and 
interpretation of important biological principles. Polling questions will begin during the second 
week of class. 
 
You will receive 1 point for each poll question that you answer during class (both correct and 
incorrect responses earn 1 point). You will receive 0 points if you do not respond during class or 
if you miss class. It is 74H,%
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+,4/2@H,2%54,%2N9;3*% 
▪ No books, electronic devices, or notebooks will be allowed during exams and students using 

such items will be asked to leave and will receive a zero for the exam.  
▪ No talking will be allowed during the exam, but students are permitted to ask the instructor 

questions.  
▪ Each student will be given an exam to be completed and handed back to the instructor.  
▪ Students must bring a pencil and will take the exam during the stated lecture time only.  
▪ Q#MR*%You will have the class time only to complete each lecture exam.  
A:H@2.:%-@2.:-5-/9:-4.: Students should have in their possession at all times their VSU student 
identification card. Because of the large size of the class this semester we will be checking 
student ID or another form of picture ID during exams.  
 
+,-D9/7%I/:%ZERJ+I[*%The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits the public 
posting of grades by social security number or in any manner personally identifiable to the 
individual student. No grades can be given over the telephone or over email because positive 
identification can’t be made.  
%
I//233%A:9:2;2.:*%Students with disabilities who are experiencing barriers in this course may 
contact the Access Office for assistance in determining and implementing reasonable 
accommodations. The Access Office is located in Farbar Hall. The phone numbers are 229-245-
2498 (V), 229-375-5871 (VP) and 229-219-1348 (TTY). For more information, please visit VSU’s 
Access Office or email: access@valdosta.edu.  
%
M-:12%"\%A:9:2;2.:*%Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse and 
inclusive work and learning environment free from discrimination and harassment. VSU is 
dedicated to creating an environment where all campus community members feel valued, 
respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including pregnancy status, sexual harassment and sexual 
violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic 
information, or veteran status, in the University's programs and activities as required by 
applicable laws and regulations such as Title IX. The individual designated with responsibility for 
coordination of compliance efforts and receipt of inquiries concerning nondiscrimination 
policies is the University's Title IX Coordinator: Maggie Viverette, Director of the Office of Social 
Equity, titleix@valosta.edu, 1208 N. Patterson St., Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia 
31608, 229-333-5463.  
 
=9;0H3%TH.%=9,,7%A:9:2;2.:%ZS!%F]'[* If you choose to carry a concealed weapon on campus, 
you are responsible for knowing and following the law. Refer here for FAQ: 
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/finance-admin/police/campuscarry/
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M2.:9:-D2%$2/:H,2%A/?2@H12<%!"#$%&&'()<%A2/:-4.%I<%E911%F'F&%
89:2% M40-/3% =?90:2,%
August 16 
August 18 
August 20 

Syllabus 
The Science of Biology 
Themes and Concepts of Biology; Understanding Evolution 

Syllabus 
1.1 
1.2; 18.1 

August 23 
August 25 
August 27 

Atoms, isotopes, ions, and molecules 
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