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Top Ten” Strategies for Success in Biology 1010 
(You can even count up by reading from the bottom if you are a David Letterman fan) 

 

If you want to earn an “A” and or do well in this course, you need to think about your own approach to studying.  You will not even pass unless 
you work hard so (before you waste your time and someone’s tuition money) consider the following:            
 

# 1. Decide that You Plan to Succeed and Work Consistently for a Good Grade – It is your 

choice!  Start Working Hard at the Beginning of the Semester – Do not fool around and suddenly decide to work after you get 
behind and need to dig yourself out of a big hole. 
 

# 2. Pre-Read the Book & Do LearnSmart before the Lectures – The Connect chapter assignments are 

due on specific days, before class when the lectures will begin covering the specific topic. Read the book so that you will come in 
knowing how to spell words and have some familiarity with key ideas.  
 

#3. Attend Class and Take Detailed Notes – The information in class sessions will not be identical to your book. 

The scientific topics will be explained differently and additional information will be covered. Think as we go along, and if you do not 
understand - ask questions. Clicker prompts are designed to get you thinking, so you can evaluate your own understanding of the 
subject. Keep an Orderly Notebook – If you use a spiral for class notes, have another folder where you can assemble all of your 
papers and outside information in preparation for studying for the tests.   
 

#4. Reread Your Notes after Class – Think about the information covered to be sure that you understand it all.  If 
not, read up on the subject in your text or on the Web or come in for help on anything you do not understand. If you miss something 
in lecture, leave a space in your notes where you can look it up on the web or come to office hours for an explanation. By going over 
your notes to be sure they make sense and writing a paragraph in your own words, you will be way ahead when it is time for a test. 
Re-Read the Text after Class Sessions to be sure you have mastered the material. Find Websites on the topic for more information. 
If you know you need to work hard for good grades, take detailed study notes on the book modules to reinforce the concepts.    
 

#5. Get to Know Someone in the Class – Make contact with a student that sits next to you in class.  This is so that 

you can quickly look over at their notes if you miss something during lecture. Get notes from them if you have to miss class, and check 
on the specifics of assignments by phone or email.  You can also study together for the exams.  
 

#6. Make a Vocabulary List of Important Terminology – Construct a list of the terms you do not know and 

define them in your own words.  As you go through LearnSmart, take note of concepts that are challenging. Drill yourself until you are 
sure you know these words.  If any are particularly troublesome, try writing a sentence that uses the term.  You must understand the 
“language of biology” and there is plenty of it! 
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BIOL 1010 Class Protocol 
A Very Important Message to Students: I am making a default assumption that you are in college to get an 

education. Becoming an educated person takes work, and I expect you to make a sincere effort to learn. The most important 
contribution to your success will be your personal work ethic because the grade will be based as much on the homework as the test 
scores. Every assignment has been developed to help you build a deeper understanding of the scientific content that is presented in 
the class sessions. Every examination will evaluate your conceptual knowledge, which requires far more depth than just memorizing 
factoids. I set the bar high in my courses because I want you to learn both the science content and the satisfaction of achieving 
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*Attendance:  You are expected to attend all class meetings. A class list will be passed around every day for you to initial. Being 
tardy or leaving early 3 times is counted as an unexcused absence. If you arrive late for class, go up the stairs and enter the back of the 
room, sit in the back section on the right and be sure to contact the TA so that you are marked on his Tardy list. The TA will be in 
charge of Attendance and it is up to him to decide whether absences will be excused or not. If you do miss class for any reason, you 
are responsible for obtaining notes from another student. Make contact with a classmate and exchange phone numbers early in the 
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Writing Assignments 
Objectives:
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BIOL 1010 Course Objectives & Requirements 
Essential Questions: 
What has made the natural sciences so effective at unraveling some of the mysteries of life & the universe? 
How does the Theory of Evolution explain the History of Life, Biological Diversity, & the Interdependence of Living Organisms? 
 

 

Learning Outcomes = Students will be expected to: 
I. Distinguish the unique features of the natural sciences and the characteristics of living organisms. 
II. Describe the evolutionary processes that have been influential throughout the history of life. 
III. Compare and Contrast the basic characteristics, classification
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