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Meeting minutes from committees should be sent to fsec@valdosta.edu $1' to 
archives@valdosta.edu with ñArchives Faculty Senate Papersò in the subject line. Please label 
minutes documents as shown in the following examples:  

Å Technology_Minutes_04-29-2022  

Å Academic_Honors_and_Scholarship_Minutes_08-28-2021  

Thank you for your assistance in getting and keeping our records up to date.  

6) Permanent Committee Reports  

a) Academic Committee (fs-stat-ac@valdosta.edu) ï Sheri Gravett; Find agendas and minutes 

here: https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/registrar/academic-committee.php   

b) Committee on Committees (fs-stat-coco@valdosta.edu) ï

ï

ComD 

(

- -

/academics/registrar/academic-committee.php
/academics/registrar/academic-committee.php
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Attachment A 

Guidance for Online Meetings 

During this exceptional time, all Faculty Senate meetings will be held online using Microsoft Teams. 
The information to connect will be sent over email. This is an open meeting.  

To access the meeting easily, use the TEAMS link found in the email containing the agenda or 
through your calendar link (Outlook).   

For the benefit of record keeping, we ask that senators and visitors please identify themselves when 
speaking to an issue during the meeting. Please note the following:  

1. 



 
 

Senate Calendar 2023-2024 
Updated 11/9/2023 

 
Item Responsibility Due 
Committee reports and requests for agenda items Committee chairs and senators Four weeks before senate meeting 
Agenda sent to Executive Committee President One day before Executive Committee meeting 
Executive Committee meeting – First Thursday of the month 
Email agenda to faculty Vice President Second Thursday of the month 
Executive Committee meeting with VSU President and Provost – Monthly 
Faculty Senate meeting – Third Thursday of the month
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Attendance link: 

https://forms.office.com/r/UD5G62Zywm  

I t e m s  in  bold print are items that require action by the Faculty Senate. Other items are for 
information only. 

 
 
1) Call to Order – Ben Harper 

 

b) Please send an email to Emma Kostopolus (ekostopolus@valdosta.edu) regarding proxies a 
minimum of one (1) week prior to the scheduled Faculty Senate meeting or as soon as 
possible if an unexpected absence needs to occur. 

 
3) Approval of the minutes of the September 21, 2023, meeting of the Faculty Senate. 

2 0 2 3 ,
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this fall. 
So the fact that we were only down 50 students is significantly better than that. 
In fact, if you remember the presentation that Barry did in a couple of different settings, including I believe here in 
faculty Senate last spring where where he had gone through five different enrollment scenarios, which scenario, 
scenario 5 being the besgnariutn-0 0 12 n(v)-1.8 (e di)5.42 re
W n
 (ar)0.6e1n fac3  
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can attend again. 
They love it when you come and support their activities and and and then tomorrow night we have the 
distinguished alumni banquet and I would just tell you for me every year it's a year that it's a time where I'm 
reminded of why we do what we do and and it's as we see and you'll see it on social media. 
I know they've started to go out. 
I hope you'll pay attention to them when they do go out. 
What it describes? 
Who are our distinguished alumni? 
Winners are as well as our graduate of the last decade. 
They're doing amazing things, and the fact that those folks got their start here with US training under you, we 
should all be proud of that. 
It's a chance to kind of celebrate again. 
Why we do what we do. 
 
 
Dr. Sheri Gravett, reporting for Dr. Sheri Noviello 
 
Thank you, President Carvajal, and good afternoon, everybody. 
Before Sherry Noviello left for her meeting, we talked about a few things she wanted me to share with you from 
academic affairs. 
As you may know, Poppins with the Provost do continue. 
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Richard Carvajal -- 
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Richard Carvajal -- 
 
It really is in many ways a repackaging, but it's repackaging toward trying to speak to the market that is asking for 
feedback on why does the core matter to them? 
And we all know, I think we all totally understand, but the but the market doesn't always get that. 
In fact, I can tell you in the student listening session, one of the most I think calling comments that many of us 
talked about after it was suggestion from the student and and and she simply said she's she's a traditional 
undergrad, she said. 
And every one of my four classes could the classroom could the class session end with just a minute or two of 
why? 
What we learned today should matter. 
Well, the fact that she is saying that is saying saying that sometimes they don't get it, that they don't understand 
the connection to what it it means for them in life and in the long term. 
And in their career etcetera. 
And so when I looked at what the system did with the board did etcetera, they really were passing a reframing of 
how what we do in the core kind of matters in life, how it matters in everything you're gonna do going forward. 
And it tried to put some language to that. 
So it will be interesting to see how that helps. 
But, but hopefully don't play this feedback is is good. 
You can start working on that now if you teach in the core, maybe that's a suggestion you wanna take and see 
what you can do with. 
But I think this this syllabus change will help us do that from the floor from the beginning. 
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6) Resolution honoring Jane Elza and 9
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• Please nominate students for the GLARDA, per the recent email 
 

b) Academic Scheduling & Procedures (fs-stand-asp@valdosta.edu) – Ian Andersen 
• No report 

 

c) Athletic Committee (fs-stand-ac@valdosta.edu) – Kathy Nobles 
 

• You all should have received at least one email to be able to nominate a scholar athlete. 
Of the scholar, athletes will be recognized at the women's basketball game that's on Friday, December 
the 1st, and we welcome you all to come join us. 

 

d) Diversity and Equity Committee (fs-stand-dec@valdosta.edu) – JT Cox 
• No report 

 

e) Educational Policies (fs-stand-ep@valdosta.edu) – Laverne Hill 
• In the final stages of drafting a remote proctoring policy that will be brought before 

the Senate next month 
 

f) Environmental Issues (fs-stand-ei@valdosta.edu) – Shelley Yankovsky 
• The recycling subcommittee (headed by Chia-Ling Ho) held a successful event in 

conjunction with the rotary club to collect plastic bottles. 
 

g) Faculty Scholarship (fs-stand-fs@valdosta.edu) – Sebastian Bartos 
• The committee will soon vote on a draft of how to value applications, which should be 

ready by November 
 

h) Internationalization and Globalization (fs-stand-igc@valdosta.edu) – Liz Heath 
• Alright, our committee met last month on the 25th and before and after that I had met on 

behalf of the committee with the Honors College and the Center for International Programs, 
the Center for International Programs is now housed in the Honors College. 
So it's important for us to have good communication with them as well. 
Anyways, after all of those meetings, we've generated a slew of items we can act on this 
year to support international students, to encourage study abroad, and to share information 
about global activities are faculty and staff are engaged in? 
We're moving I forward with some initiatives we started last year as well and we're trying to 
define a few others we can do next week, we meet with the Provost to share some good 
ideas on how to support, recruit and retain our international students. 
And many of these items will also help to support, recruit and retain our domestic students 
as well. 
And the last setting I have is that there will be a study abroad. 
Fair. 
Probably in November and the Honors College is organizing that, but our committee will also 
support the the endeavor as well. 
And so you can watch out for some of that information on the study abroad fair if you 
coordinate or involved in some ways and study abroad. 

 

i) Library Affairs (fs-stand-la@valdosta.edu) – Jessica 
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Attachments 
 

A. Guidance for Online Meetings 
 

B. Faculty Senate Calendar 2023-2024 
 

C. Minutes of the September 21, 2023, meeting of the Faculty Senate 
 

D. Resolution honoring Jane Elza and Steve Kohn 
 

E. Academic Committee meeting minutes from October 2, 2023 
 

F. Educational Policies Committee meeting minutes from October 4, 2023 
 

Attendance 
 
Name First Join
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Samantha E Paul 
10/19/23, 3:17:03 
PM 

Alan M Bernstein 
10/19/23, 3:17:26 
PM 

Meagan M. Wood Hopkins 
10/19/23, 3:17:36 
PM 

Susan  Boddie 
10/19/23, 3:18:06 
PM 

H. Duke Guthrie 
10/19/23, 3:19:04 
PM 

Lois Ann Bellflowers 
10/19/23, 3:20:12 
PM 

Kristin  Kirchner 
10/19/23, 3:20:20 
PM 

Donald M Thieme 
10/19/23, 3:21:36 
PM 

Hanae  Kanno 
10/19/23, 3:21:58 
PM 

Gwendolyn S Ruttencutter 
10/19/23, 3:22:31 
PM 

Jenna M Arnold 
10/19/23, 3:22:32 
PM 

Chunlei Liu 
10/19/23, 3:23:01 
PM 

Joshua B Atkins 
10/19/23, 3:23:37 
PM 

Karen A Terry 
10/19/23, 3:23:39 
PM 

Kathy  Nobles 
10/19/23, 3:23:44 
PM 

Jessica  Lee 
10/19/23, 3:23:48 
PM 

Taewon  Hwang 
10/19/23, 3:24:26 
PM 

Robbyn W DeSpain 
10/19/23, 3:24:46 
PM 

Deborah Gail Paine 
10/19/23, 3:25:18 
PM 

Sebastian P Bartos 
10/19/23, 3:25:26 
PM 

Lindsay  Godin 
10/19/23, 3:25:26 
PM 

Kenneth D Ott 
10/19/23, 3:25:33 
PM 

Luis J Gonzalez 
10/19/23, 3:25:37 
PM 

Nandan Jha 
10/19/23, 3:25:39 
PM 

Theresa J Grove 
10/19/23, 3:25:43 
PM 
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Kenneth Nathan Moates 
10/19/23, 3:25:45 
PM 

Zachary  Karazsia 
10/19/23, 3:26:06 
PM 

Lizbeth A Heath 
10/19/23, 3:27:03 
PM 

Shelly A Yankovskyy 
10/19/23, 3:27:18 
PM 

Ophelie  Desmet 
10/19/23, 3:27:34 
PM 

Eugene F Asola 
10/19/23, 3:27:38 
PM 

Michael J. Baun 
10/19/23, 3:27:58 
PM 

Carol M Glen 
10/19/23, 3:28:06 
PM 

Chang Woo  Yang 
10/19/23, 3:28:16 
PM 

Clell E Wright 
10/19/23, 3:28:37 
PM 

James C Pace 
10/19/23, 3:28:43 
PM 

Laura Bell Wright 
10/19/23, 3:28:57 
PM 

Honey Hatcher Coppage 
10/19/23, 3:29:15 
PM 

Can Jon Denizman 
10/19/23, 3:29:18 
PM 

Ivan  Nikolov 
10/19/23, 3:29:20 
PM 

Kathy's OtterPilot 
10/19/23, 3:29:23 
PM 

Attila  Cseh 
10/19/23, 3:29:30 
PM 

Xiaoai Ren 
10/19/23, 3:29:32 
PM 

Nicole's OtterPilot 
10/19/23, 3:29:59 
PM 

Paige Krispin. School of 
Nursing 

10/19/23, 3:30:00 
PM 

Denise L. Hill 
10/19/23, 3:30:04 
PM 

Jennifer Jane Lambert-Shute 
10/19/23, 3:30:06 
PM 

Linda R Most 
10/19/23, 3:30:31 
PM 

Yakov Y Woldman 
10/19/23, 3:30:39 
PM 

A.J. Ramirez 
10/19/23, 3:30:47 
PM 
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Barbara M Lane 
10/19/23, 3:30:51 
PM 

Javian  Brabham 
10/19/23, 3:30:51 
PM 

Joshua K Pifer 
10/19/23, 3:31:18 
PM 

Jieun  You 
10/19/23, 3:31:23 
PM 

Lynn G. Crump 
10/19/23, 3:31:46 
PM 

Huzeyfe  Cakmakci 
10/19/23, 3:32:29 
PM 

Hank  Rion 
10/19/23, 3:32:37 
PM 

Kelly F. Davidson 
10/19/23, 3:32:38 
PM 

Susan M Blankenship 
10/19/23, 3:33:43 
PM 

Stanley  Jones 
10/19/23, 3:34:03 
PM 

Ericka Helena Parra

E M



 

Resolution Honoring Brianna “Bri” Long 
 
 

WHEREAS, Brianna “Bri” Long was a fourth-year dental hygiene major from Dallas, Georgia, 
who was completing her clinical courses on the campus of Wiregrass Georgia Technical College; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, she was excited to pursue a career as a dental professional and follow in the 
footsteps of her aunt and best friend who graduated with the same degree a few years ago; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, she never met a stranger and was impacted by so many students she met at 
Valdosta State University and at work; now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, the Valdosta State University Faculty Senate honors the memory of Brianna “Bri” 
Long; and 
 
RESOLVED, that we send our deeply heartfelt condolences to Jimmy’s family, friends, and 
community in this time of loss. 
 
 
Passed by the Valdosta State University Faculty Senate on Thursday, November 16, 2023. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Benjamin Harper, DMA 
President 
Valdosta State University Faculty Senate 



Valdosta State University 

Meeting Minutes 

Athletic Committee 

Date: September 12, 2023                      Place:  Virtual meeting in Microsoft Team   

Chair:  Kathy Nobles  

Attending: A.J. Ramirez, Abigail Harrell, Amy Watson, Benjamin Harper, David Kuhlmeier, Eugene Asola, Gopeekrishnan Sreenilayarn, Herbert 

Reinhard, Ilke Kardes, Jason Brown, Jennifer Grubbs, Jessica Gutierrez, Julene Smith, Kathy Nobles, Kyoung-Im Park, Kytt Gail Everdeen Moore, 

Marilyn Lovett, Nicole Gunn, Phillip Storey, Ryan Smith, Stacey Brunston, Teresa Doscher 



 

New Business 

 

A. Committee Secretary 

Appointment 

 

 

 

 

B. SAAS (Fall) Award 

Nominations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

K Noble discussed the 

need to nominate a 

secretary according to 

the by-laws and asked for 

volunteers. N Gunn 

Volunteered. 

 

K Noble briefly explained 

SAAS (Student Athlete 

Academic Spotlight). An 

email is sent to all 

Professors who have 

student athletes in their 

courses and ask them to 

nominate someone. This 

procedure is already in 

place



 

 

 

 

C. Reporting of NCAA 

graduation rates of student 

athletes and other Athletic 

Committee activities to 

Faculty Senate 

and due before 

Thanksgiving.



success rate which is if a 

student transfers from 

VSU and graduates from 

another institution they 

are counted in the SAAS 

rate. VSU is 57%. 

K Nobles commended 

Athletic Dept on the 



Announcements  SAAS presentation 

of awards is the 

main topic

the 



a. see information about the award below  

b. Qualtrics Survey  

c. Dates  



Date: 4-10-2023                       Place:  Virtual meeting in Microsoft Team    
Chair:  Kyoungim Park   
Attending: Jason Brown, Stacey Brunston, Paul Higgs, Meagan M. Wood Hopkins, Jay Johnson, Kytt Gail 
Everdeen Moore, Kyoungim Park, Phillip Storey  
Absent: Eugene Asola, Skye Holmes, M. Denise Lovett, Kathy Nobles, Nancy Swanson  
Ex-Officio: David Boyd (absent), Jennifer Grubbs (present), David Kuhlmeier (absent), Herb Reinhard 





difficult to find a solution to 
solve this problem. The 
fundamental change of fee 
revenue is needed. The 
senate need to be aware of 
this matter.  Need supports 
from senate as well.  

Announcements  Next meeting?  
Chair Elect: Kathy Nobles  

Send out Doodle Poll 
in Fall 23.  

Kathy Nobles  

Adjournment     Meeting adjourned 
as 10:45 a.m.   

All  

Kyoungim Park, Recorder  
  
  

IV. B. STUDENT ATHLETE ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT  
WƵƌƉŽƐĞ͗ථ  
We acknowledge and celebrate the academic success of our student athletes. The Student Athlete Academic Spotlight is designed 
to recognize notable academic performance by Valdosta State University student athletes and collegiate team affiliates (i.e., 
athletic trainers).  
   
KďũĞĐƚŝǀĞ͗ථ  
The objective of this spotlight recognition is to highlight positive role models among the student athlete population and to identify 
noteworthy accomplishments of valuable student athletes who, through their hard work and dedication, have achieved notable 
academic success within the academic year.  
   
�ůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ͗ථ  
All full-time student athletes participating in an official VSU NCAA Division II sport are eligible to be nominated for a student athlete 
academic spotlight. Student athletes must have demonstrated academic success as noted by a VSU staff or faculty member.   
   



WƌŽĐĞƐƐ͗ථ  
EŽŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƚŝŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�ĂŶǇ�s^h�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�Žƌ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘ථEŽ�ƐĞůĨ-nominations will be accepted. 
dŚĞ�s^h�ƐƚĂĨĨ�Žƌ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐĂůůǇ͘ථ^ƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�ŝƐ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ  
   
Recognition:  
Student athletes will be recognized at the home football game on ______________  
  
  
  
 















Minutes for the 



the Honors College. The position of the international advisor, David Huffman, was eliminated. The 

position of Ivan Nikolov was eliminated and he was moved into a faculty position elsewhere at VSU. 

Liz had spoken with Irina prior to the meeting since she could not attend at this time. She reports that 

even though these changes have been difficult for the CIP, there are eighty new international students at 

VSU this year. This is good news.  

7. We discuss the goals for this year. Our potential-goals list comes from the projects we began last year 

as a committee as well as from discussions Liz had previously with Mike Savoie (in person) and with 

Irina (by phone) to see what their concerns and needs are moving forward this year. We go over the long 

list together. The items mentioned were: 

Action on the needs expressed in survey: 

Communicate results to administration – we will send a letter with the results of the survey to the 

Provost. The letter was drafted at the end of Spring 2023 semester and approved by the committee. We 

will also meet with the Provost in real time to discuss recruitment and retention of international students 

via addressing this needs. Some of these needs may be addressed by: 

 Hiring a new international-student advisor 

 Additional VSU bus with a route that goes through the community daily (also good for domestic 

 students) 

 On demand van/car service run by VSU (doctor’s visits, aiport, etc) 

 VSU shuttle to airport beginning and end of each semester 

 Extended cafeteria schedule 

 Social – important to be in dorms? Prices too high? 

 Social – partnerships we can make with honors students? Language students? Student 

 ambassador program? 

How can we make VSU an international-student destination for English-language learning and 

for American culture? 

Face-to-face classes for international students  

Support group for International students (Counseling Department) 

Have welcome activities for international students to different meetings (LASA? SIS?) 

 Re-do the needs-assessment survey in the spring? 



Continue with VSU Global Experts project - Ideas for completing goal 

 House it within Honor’s College pages? 

 Have a media class create a template into which departments can easily add their global experts? 

 Who will create it? 

Support study abroad programs  

 Study abroad fair in November? Everyone agrees that it is a good idea to hold a fair. Two weeks 

before Thanksgiving seems to be the best time. The Student Union Rotunda is a good venue. It should 

be held during the day.  

 Streamlining and communicating procedures for coordinating new and existing study-abroad 

 programs here at VSU 

Breakfast for international students and faculty? Our group + Honors College students? 

6. To close, Liz asks for any other concerns, comments, or ideas. 

Li Mei comments that harnessing social media to communicate information to existing and prospective 

VSU international students would be most effective. Agreed. She mentions how peer-to-peer mentoring 

and information sharing are really effective and how most students prefer that. Hanae says that a 

BlazeVIEW course for all international students could be a way to share information to all of them in 

one place. We could have a Frequently Asked Questions list posted somewhere for the students. 

Someone brings up the International Students Club and wonders if it still exists (it does – SIS).  

It’s decided that Liz will meet with Mike Savoie and Irina again to discuss these details.  

As we say goodbye, Hanae reminds us that an event remembering our colleague Stephan Kohn, who 

passed recently, will be held this coming Friday in the Rotunda of West Hall. 

 

 



Page 1 of 2 
 

VSU Faculty Senate 
Educational Policies Committee 

Meeting Minutes & Agenda 
October 4, 2023 

 
1. Welcome 

 
Dr. Denise “Laverne” Hill began the meeting by welcoming committee members and guests to 





Faculty Scholarship Committee 

Meeting minutes: September 25, 20023 

 

Present: Neena Banerjee, Sebastian Bartos (chair), Susan Boddie, Catherine Bowers, Yunseon Choi, 
Attila Cseh, Anurag Dasgupta, Jie Driskell, Peter Geldrich, Taewon Hwang, Paige Krispin, Jennifer 
Jane Lambert-Shute 

Absent: Mark Kasper, Jose Velez Marulanda 

At 11:02 AM the chair welcomed everyone. We had a quorum throughout our meeting. 

Chair mentioned that we had about $23,000 in funding remaining and the amount requested in the 
proposals to be voted on exceeds that. The committee agreed that all proposals that were submitted 
before the deadline should be considered.  

Items discussed at the meeting: 

• Regular business: Voting on proposals 

After a motion and a second, the members of the committee agreed that applications submitted 
after the deadline would not be voted on. 

Then, the committee discussed the other applications in detail and voted to approve 31 proposals, 
deny 3, and request clarification on 1 application. 

• Discussions: The Senate has asked the committee to look into the possibility of developing a 
standardized method for the evaluation of the proposals 

The committee discussed the request but will need to discuss this in more detail and the chair will 
schedule a separate meeting to devote to this issue. 

Members of the committee expressed that faculty scholarship is not being supported at the level as 
in the past. This has consequences for how we are able to fulfill the requirements of the faculty 
evaluation model and promotion models. Expectations have to adjust to the new reality. Our 
committee should have a more important role in verbalizing the difficulties VSU faculty face in their 
research effort. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:40 PM. 


