
Graduate Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2020 

MEETING LOCATION: 3007 Converse 

 

Present: Christopher Downing (proxy for Jerry Merwin) , Dorea Cook, Becky da Cruz, Herb 

Fiester (proxy for Steve Downey), Linda Most, Michelle Ritter, David Nelson, Crystal Randolph 

(proxy for Matt Carter), Kelly Heckaman, Matt Grant, Elvan Aktas, Nancy Swanson, Maren 

Clegg-Hyer, Dixie Haggard 

 

Guests: Ernest Smith, Rebecca Petrella, Crystal Marshall, Sage Harris, Beibei Zhong  

 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Becky da Cruz at 2:05 pm. 

 

Minutes from January 23rd were approved with 1 abstention.  

 
College of the Arts 
Request for New Course – ART 5210: Design Thinking: Tabled until March GEC (no 
representative).   
 
 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Revised Catalog Copy – 



 
 
 
 
College of Education and Human Services 
Revised Catalog Copy – M.A.T. in Agriculture Education (new program adding to Grad School 
website, etc.): Tabled until March GEC (no representative).   
 
Revised Catalog Copy – M.A.T. in Middle Grades OR M.A.T. in Secondary Education (admission 
requirements): Tabled until March GEC (no representative).   
 
Revised Catalog Copy – M.A.T. in Special Education/Deaf and Hard of Hearing (admission 
requirements): Tabled until March GEC (no representative).   
 
Revised Caresentative).  



 
Curriculum Change – Ed.S. Degree with a Major in Coaching Pedagogy in Physical Education: 
Motion to approve passed unanimously.   
 
Curriculum Change/Revised Catalog Copy – Ed.D. with a Major in Curriculum and Instruction 
with a Concentration in Learning and Development: Added qualitative research course 9820 
and removed C&I 9810 and 9280.  Changes made to align with other doctoral programs.  
Motion to approve passed unanimously.   
 
Curriculum Change/Revised Catalog Copy – Ed.D. in Leadership: Removing elective and adding 
CIED 9400. Motion to approve passed unanimously.   
 
Curriculum Change – Ed.S. Degree with a Major in School Counseling: Tabled until March GEC 
(no representative).   
 
Revised Catalog Copy – Master of Library and Information Science: Changing language in 
student outcome assessment to align course with catalog.  Motion to approve passed 
unanimously.   
 
 
Sub Committee Report 

1. Graduate Student Success – Dr. Downing updated that a meeting is being scheduled.  
Dr. da Cruz informed that the survey link is live.  Feedback is welcome.  Survey is 
planned to be sent out for completion from March 1st through March 16th.  Please 
encourage students to participate.  Dr. Cook informed that the MMEd has been 
deactivated and should be taken off survey. 

2. Dissertation Task Force – Dr. da Cruz gave update on APA 7th Edition.  Hoonuit is a great 
resource for Faculty and Students.  Currently only training for APA 6th edition is available 
but they are developing modules for APA 7th.  Programs are encouraged to start using 
APA 7th as the default.  For those students who are currently in the pipeline we will still 
accept APA 6th or other tweaks as long as the department lets us know.  Lots of changes 
to citations, etc. with APA 7th that are a little tricky.  Grade Replacement– We will invite  



http://catalog.valdosta.edu/graduate/academic-standards-regulations/#Second


Motion was made to adjourn at 3:30  pm. 

 

 

 
         Ernest Smith      Becky K. da Cruz 

 

Ernest Smith, Recorder   Becky K. da Cruz, Associate Provost for Graduate  

      Graduate Studies and Research 


