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Introduction

�‡Our work involved integration of 2 courses
�‡Spanish for Professionals (SPAN-3012) and 

�‡Nursing(NURS-3203) 

�‡Cultural education and language learning skills of Nursing and Spanish 
for Professionals (SFP)- Healthcare students were emphasized

�‡Virtual and traditional simulations targeted diversity and language 
skills

�‡In this presentation we describe importance of lower level Core 





Background, continuation

�‡These observations motivated our work which focused on enhancing the 
academic success of Nursing and Spanish for Professional (SFP)-Healthcare 
students.

�‡Bosch, Doshier, and Gess-Newsome (2012) found that Hispanic nursing students 
were at a greater risk for attrition 
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First meeting: Nursing, Spanish for 
Professionals, and Second Life Group
10/21/2015



Creating and Maintaining the Collaboration

�‡Creating Collaboration
�‡Find someone interested in your vision

�‡Merging your vision with the vision of your partner

�‡Set realistic goals

�‡Maintaining Collaboration
�‡Open communication

�‡Flexibility

�‡Ability to utilize each others strengths

�‡Evaluate progress and adjust as needed 

�‡Opportunities to continue networking and funding





Results of Student Surveys Regarding Simulation

�‡75% of students (n=5) in the traditional simulation/ 60% of students (n= 15) 

in the virtual simulation 
�‡reported that they were intellectually challenged by the simulation experience 

�‡SL Training is fundamental for virtual simulations 
�‡Should be completed prior to starting the semester where SL would be used 

�‡Nursing students were positive about ability to interact with SFP students

�‡Assisted student in language skills development and fluency 

�‡Students exposed to cultural differences of Hispanic patients  



Advantages of Multidisciplinary Simulation

�‡Allowed Nursing and SFP-Healthcare students to interact in a safe 
learning environment 

�‡Allowed students to practice using a medical interpreter to 
communicate with patients and families
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�‡Helped to increase the confidence of the participants in the use of 
language and situations

�‡Encouraged cultural diverse interactions 

�‡Exposed students to unexpected situations



Challenges for Multidisciplinary Students 

�‡Communication between Spanish-speaking patient and English-
speaking nurse

�‡Use of interpreters delayed interactions with patients and families 
with slower responses to patients
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interpreter

�‡Hispanic family members interfering with situations

�‡HIPPA concerns about communication between students and family 
member



Testimonials

Nursing and Spanish for Professional Students 
�‡



Future of Collaboration

�‡Search for funding to continue collaboration

�‡Establish curriculum for a bilingual nursing program.



Ultimately, we envision this program as a

pilot program for the 

University System of Georgia



VSU Second Life Innovation Group  

�‡SL Developers 
�‡Karen Acosta, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Spanish

�‡Fleming L. Bell, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Spanish

�‡SL Designing and Training Course 
�‡Michelle A. Ocasio, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Spanish

�‡SL Simulations and Implementation
�‡Beatriz Potter, Ed.D., Senior Lecturer

�‡Susan Michele Blankenship, Ed.D., MSN, RN-BC, Director of Simulation



VSU Collaborators

�‡Nursing
�‡Bonni Cohen, DNP, Associate Dean of Nursing

�‡Michelle Ritter, DNP, Associate Professor, Nursing

�‡Dola Patel, RN, Graduate Assistance

�‡MCL
�‡Viki Soady, Ph.D., Professor and past MCL Department Head

�‡Ofelia Nikolova, Ph. D., Interim Department Head; Professor

�‡Media Center
�‡Kyle Culpepper, M.Ed., Instructional Technology Specialist

�‡Andrew G. Scott,  Computer Services Assistant 
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Face-to-Face Simulations and Debriefing at the 
Nursing STEP Center 



Virtual Simulations at VSU SL Hospital



Behind Virtual Simulations - Hybrid and Online



Connecting with Online Students  



VSU SL Hospital Tour

�‡https://www.screencast.com/t/0C41M9ieDs





Thank you!!!!
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