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Handout: VSU Core Curriculum Meeting Fall 2019

First-Year Seminar Planning Committee

Committee Members: Beverly Cribbs (bcribbs), Robert C. Freidhoff (rcfreidhoff), Theresa J.
Grove (tjgrove), Chere L. Peguesse (cpeguess), Gardner J. Rogers (gjrogers), Karin Pafford
Roland (kroland), Donna N. Sewell (dsewell), Sandra D. Trowell (strowell)

Learning Outcomes

1.

2.

3.
4.

Students will describe one or more contemporary and enduring questions about their lives
and their relationships to human cultures or the physical and natural world.

Students will analyze and reflect on the intellectual and practical skills of the course's
theme or topic.

Students will summarize the benefits and challenges of a diverse society.

Students will identify and evaluate linkages among academic disciplines.

The learning outcomes push metacognitive behavior, connections across disciplines, and
intellectual inquiry while embedding soft skills. We aimed for broad outcomes so that faculty
can pursue those outcomes across different topics.

Working Assumptions

1.
2.
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First-year seminars will eventually be mandatory for all first-time, full-time freshmen.
Faculty will primarily teach these classes, but some staff members may teach as part-time
faculty.

Faculty can offer “passion classes” as long as they meet the course outcomes; an
application process may be developed.

Banner should be configured to name the topic or theme of the course.

Although we will push these classes in the fall, sections will be offered every semester.
Some seminars may be cornerstones of freshman learning cohorts.

Soft skills should be embedded into these courses as well.

The opportunity to teach these classes must be shared across all disciplines.



